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These regulations are made by the Architects Education and Registration Board (AERB) to
prescribe the process to be followed to obtain the AERB Special Certificate.

The holder of an AERB Special Certificate is recognised by the Board as holding a Recognised
Certificate for the purpose of applying for registration (See The Architects Act 1963, Section 16).
The Board will only recognise certificates which furnish a sufficient assurance of the
possession by the holder, of knowledge and skill requisite for the efficient practice of
architecture in New Zealand.

Persons who hold an AERB Special Certificate and wish to become registered under the
Architects Act are required to make separate application for registration to the Board and
attend the Board’s Practical Experience Assessment.

1 .   B A C K G R O U N D

Clause 1.5 of the Board’s ‘A Guide to the Registration of Architects in New Zealand’ notes that
the Board “considers applicants (for registration) whose qualifications are not included in
Clauses 1.1 – 1.4”.

Applications are accepted from:

1.1 holders of an overseas degree or diploma not listed in Appendix 1 or of registration in a
country other than New Zealand or Australia not listed in Appendix 2.

1.2 Persons not less than 35 years of age.  Such persons must have had not less than ten years
suitable architectural experience in New Zealand, and by their work have demonstrated a level
of achievement worthy of an architect.

2 .   S P E C I A L  C E RT I F I C AT E  P R O C E S S

To obtain an AERB Special Certificate, applicants must comply with a two-stage certification
process.  Applications are required for:

2.1 Determination of AERB Special Certificate Conditions (SCC)

This involves:

• a review of the qualifications of applicants under clause 1.1 above; and

• for all applicants, a Special Certificate Interview with members of the Board’s Special
Certificate Interview Panel to determine:

- the academic conditions to be fulfilled by an applicant before award of the
AERB Special Certificate, and

- the practical experience required of an applicant before application may be
made to the Practical Experience Assessment.

2.2 The AERB Special Certificate

The Board awards the AERB Special Certificate, on application, when it is satisfied that all
academic conditions determined at the Special Certificate Interview have been met by an
applicant.

Application Forms

Application Forms for the Determination of AERB Special Certificate Conditions and for the
award of the AERB Special Certificate may be obtained from the Registrar, AERB,
PO Box 11106, Wellington (e-mail: registrar@aerb.org.nz), to whom all applications should
be sent.

All applications should reach the Registrar, AERB, on or before 15 April and 15 October in
any year.

A E R B  S P E C I A L  C E RT I F I C AT E  R E G U L AT I O N S
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Applicants are interviewed in either Auckland or Wellington in April/May or
October/November as appropriate.  The Registrar notifies applicants of the place,
date and time of the interview.

Fees 1. SCC Application: $700.00 + GST $787.50

2. AERB Special Certificate: $50.00 + GST $56.25

Total: $750.00 + GST $843.75

3 .   A E R B  S P E C I A L  C E R T I F I C AT E  C O N D I T I O N S

Application Requirements

In addition to completing a SCC Application form, applicants are required to provide further
information as follows:

3.1 Applicants with overseas qualifications and/or registration not listed in Appendix 1 or 2.

Such applicant shall:

• Provide documentary evidence of the qualification obtained including, where appropriate,
details of the course prescriptions and grades obtained;

• Be a New Zealand citizen or hold a valid residence or work visa and provide
substantiating documentary evidence thereof.

3.2 Applicants of not less than 35 years of age.

Such applicant shall:

• have not less than 10 years architectural experience in New Zealand;

• Provide evidence of their age;

• Provide current statements from at least three architects practising in New Zealand
attesting to the applicant’s experience, achievements and suitability for the profession.

• Supply signed approval giving the Board authority to contact these architects for a
verbal reference.

3.3 All applicants

In addition to the above information, all applicants must provide:

• Detail of their experience and examples of their work, together with suitable corrobora-
tive evidence.  The nature and extent of the applicant’s personal involvement in the
preparation of the examples provided shall be set out clearly and in appropriate detail,
and confirmed by formal Statutory Declaration, witnessed by a solicitor or Justice of the
Peace;

• A recently written discourse in English of between 3000 and 5000 words in length.  The
discourse is to be the sole work of the applicant.  It shall express the applicant’s views on
an architectural topic.  Its aim is to indicate the applicant’s ability to demonstrate an
interest in architecture, study and analyse a topic and write clearly upon it.  Technical
material, specifications or commissioned reports are not acceptable; and

• Any further information that may be requested by the Board.

Outcomes of SCC Application

All SCC Applications are reviewed for completeness and appropriateness of the documenta-
tion presented.   If the documentation is deemed incomplete or inappropriate the applicant
will be declined a Special Certificate Interview.

The granting of a Special Certificate Interview does not necessarily imply acceptance by the
Board of any qualification or registration.

Applicants who are declined a Special Certificate Interview are advised in writing of the
declination and the reasons.
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4 .   S P E C I A L  C E RT I F I C AT E  I N T E R V I E W

The purpose of the Special Certificate Interview is to make determination as to the extent
to which an applicant’s qualifications and experience are equivalent to an applicant for
registration who holds a Recognised Certificate.

Each applicant admitted to the Special Certificate Interview shall be interviewed for the Board
by three architects duly appointed by the Board to the Special Certificate Interviewers Panel.

Outcome of the Special Certificate Interview

The outcome of the Special Certificate Interview is a letter from the Board notifying the
applicant of:

• the academic conditions to be fulfilled by the applicant before award of the AERB Special
Certificate, and

• the practical experience required of the applicant before application may be made to the
Practical Experience Assessment

or notifying that the application is declined.

Academic Conditions

As part of the academic conditions, the Board shall require the applicant to pass an examina-
tion or examinations in professional practice management and law prescribed for a recog-
nised qualification in architecture in New Zealand.  In addition, the Board, at its discretion,
may require the applicant to pass any other examination or examinations as deemed
appropriate.

If an applicant is required to undertake courses at any tertiary institution, it is the applicant’s
responsibility to enrol for the courses and pay any fees required.

Applicants who, as an outcome of the Special Certificate Interview are declined their
application by the Board, are advised in writing of the declination and the reasons.

The Board may, at its discretion, require a stand down period of an applicant up to 3 years
from the date of a previous application, before it will consider a further application.

Practical Experience

As a further outcome of the Special Certificate Interview, the Board will determine such
period of approved practical experience as it sees fit (up to 140 weeks from the date of the
Special Certificate Interview) before an applicant may apply to the Practical Experience
Assessment.

5 .   A E R B  S P E C I A L  C E RT I F I C AT E

Applicants must apply to the Board formally for award of the AERB Special Certificate, using
the appropriate application form provided by the Registrar.  Applicants must provide
documentary evidence that they have completed all the academic conditions required by the
Board in the letter of notification following the Special Certificate Interview.

The Board determines if the applicant is to be awarded the AERB Special Certificate

Applicants who are declined award of the AERB Special Certificate by the Board, are advised
in writing of the declination and the reasons.

6 .   A P P R O VA L

These Regulations were approved by the Board and came into effect from June 2003.
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